Section II. The Legislative Process

The legislative process creates policies that affect us all, the public.  These policies can have a positive or negative impact, as illustrated in Section I.  Recently, the cuts in prevention programs and services had a negative impact on communities, especially during the last three years when public health and prevention programs have experienced cuts each year.  CHWs work directly with and in the communities they serve and see first-hand the impact that policies have on consumers and community health worker programs.  By learning more about the legislative process, CHWs can use their advocacy expertise to have a positive influence on the issues stated in Section I.  CHWs can learn the ways and the right times to make the most impact on the legislative process with the following topics in this section:  

1. How a Bill Becomes a Law in Massachusetts (Narrative)

2. How a Bill Becomes a Law in Massachusetts (Flow Chart)

3. Petitioning the State Legislature

4. Connecting with a State Legislator

Who Makes Legislative Decisions?
· 160-member House of Representatives, 40-member Senate: Bills introduced in the General Court require the approval of the two branches (House and Senate) before proceeding to the Governor.

· 21 Joint Committees (6-senators, 11-representatives on each committee) are responsible for studying bills that pertain to specific areas (e.g., health care, education, and taxation)
· The Governor has ten days to review and take action on a bill once it has been submitted to his office. He can return it with an amendment, veto it, or let the bill become law without his signature. 


Tip:	You can view the names and contact information for elected officials at
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