Community Health Workers: The Emerging Profession

Informational Meetings on CHW Certification

In September 2010, Governor Patrick signed into law “An Act to Establish a Board of Certification of Community Health Workers” (Chapter 322 of the Acts of 2010).  The law, which goes into effect in January, 2012, creates a new board of certification of CHWs which will operate under the auspices of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s Division of Health Professions Licensure.  The Division is collaborating with the DPH Office of Community Health Workers and the Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers to host informational meetings around the state about the new board.

The purpose of the meeting is for all those interested to share concerns, interests and suggestions about CHW certification.  These informal meetings will focus on CHW practice, training and education, and certification. Discussion will be linked to requirements of statute. 

Topics will include:

· Education and training 
· Certification and credentialing of CHWs 
· Responsibilities of certification

· “Grandfathering/mothering” provisions
· CEUs/Renewal 
· Regulations/Complaints/Discipline
· CORI
· Certification of training providers




Who Should Come: Community health workers (CHWs); employers; health care and human service providers; health insurers; advocacy and academic partners, policy makers, and other interested parties.
Fall 2011 Meeting Schedule

Central Mass:  Thursday, 9/22 - 2 sessions (one AM, one PM) at the MACHW Annual Meeting at Veterans, Inc. Independence Hall, 59 South Street in Shrewsbury. Please register for the Annual Meeting at www.machw.org ) 

Northeast: Friday, 10/7, 10 AM -12 at  the Saunders Building, Events Room, Tewksbury State Hospital, 365 East Street, Tewksbury, MA. Use Parking Lot B.
Southeast: Friday, 10/14, 10-12 in Hyannis at Community Action Committee of Cape Cod and Islands, 115 Enterprise Road, Hyannis, MA.
Boston: Friday, 10/21, 1-3 PM, in Boston (MDPH Division of Health Professions Licensure, 239 Causeway Street, 4th Floor, Conference Room 417, Boston, MA. 
Western MA: Friday, 11/4, 10-12 in Springfield (Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 60 Congress Street, Floor 1, Springfield, MA. website www.pvpc.org.
For further information about these meetings, contact Gail Hirsch at gail.hirsch@state.ma.us or (617) 624-6016.
Further resources about CHWs are available at:

www.mass.gov/dph/communityhealthworkers
www.machw.org
