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MEDIA ADVISORY

For Immediate Release:







Monday, October 1, 2007
COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS UNITE TO CONTINUE MOMENTUM OF THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER MOVEMENT 
SHREWSBURY, MA – Sept 28, 2007 – Today marked a historic day with the inaugural meeting of the Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers (MACHW) in Shrewsbury, capped off by the declaration of Community Health Worker Day by Governor Patrick, as well as the Senate. 
The meeting sought to celebrate the advances of community health workers (CHWs) in Massachusetts and on a national front, and plan for the continued movement of the field. The Evolution of Community Health Workers in a Changing Environment featured speakers included John Auerbach, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health and E. Lee Rosenthal, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor of the University of Texas at El Paso and co-founder and co-director of the CHW- National Education Collaborative (CHW- NEC).

Representative Patricia Walrath received the Legislative Champion Award in recognition for her leadership to promote the role of CHWs in health care access. Rep Walrath thanked CHWs and advocates for their work during the formation of the Healthcare Reform Law. “They made sure that we understood your importance and that is why you were included in the large chapter 58 bill and we’ll continue to watch your progress and count on you to help make this reform successful.” 
Receiving the CHW Ally Award on behalf of Commonwealth Medicine of UMass Medical School, Jennifer Davis Carey of Commonwealth congratulated CHWs for their work. “You all are the spirit of community and you all are the hero. We forget about the ordinary heros, the ordinary courage, and the folks that are on the front lines of our community, and as we see the work that you do on a daily basis, you know that that work really is the leading edge of the issues that we are going to face as a whole, as a society in 5 years, 10 years down the road. You know the work that needs to be done, and you do that work. So I’d like you all to look at each other and to look at the face of courage, and thank you all for the work you do.” 

The afternoon highlights the advocacy work of CHWs in the context of the past, present, and future and the featured CHWs were Frances Hubbard, Camila Monteiro, and Durrell Fox. 

To speak of the future of the CHW field Durrell Fox, of The New England HIV Education Consortium at the New England AIDS Education Training Center, encouraged CHWs by saying “There have been, and will be, as many opportunities as challenges in our quest to progress the CHW movement in our state. We have had many missed opportunities in MA but we also have faced and conquered many challenges as we fight for not only the survival but for the prosperity of the CHW workforce.”
-###-
About the Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers (MACHW)
MACHW is a statewide network of community health workers (CHWs) from all disciplines. We were founded in March 2000 to enable CHWs to lead the movement to organize, define and strengthen the profession of community health work. MACHW's mission is to strengthen the professional identity of community health workers, foster leadership among CHWs, and promote the integration of CHWs into the health care, public health and human service workforce. MACHW achieves its mission through education, research, policy development and advocacy. A community health worker is a public health professional who promotes full and equal access to necessary health and social services by applying his or her unique understanding of the experiences, language and culture of the communities he or she serves.
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