Meet With Your Elected Officials
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A meeting in-person is the most effective method to connect with your elected officials.  Meeting with them one-to-one puts a personal touch on the platform and allows elected officials to make real connections with the issues and their constituents.  It also allows either party to follow-up with more questions.  Meeting in-person gives you the opportunity to stress your position on a certain bill and directly ask the legislator for support.

Key tips for a successful visit

· Contact the office of the elected official with whom you wish to meet.

· Make an appointment as soon as possible.  Address specifically why you want to meet and make sure you state the bill number early in your conversation.

· Find out the legislator’s schedule.  Ask if he or she has any openings and time to discuss your issue.

· If he or she can’t meet with you, see if his or her assistant can.

· Bring an organized file of information backing your issue such as letters to the editor, petitions that have been filed, articles or research on the topic.

· It is good to bring supporters from other organizations or community members, but call before your meeting to let them know how many people will be attending.

· Take notes and ask questions. This is your time too!

· Stay focused and positive!

· Lastly, ask them if they can make a specific commitment - will he or she sponsor the bill you favor?

· If they are still in the decision-making process, ask him or her if you can follow-up with a phone call.

· After your meeting, follow-up with a letter reinforcing the importance of this bill and thanking them again for their time.
Tip:	To make a lasting impression, clearly state your objectives both at the beginning and closing of your meeting.








